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IT COULD BE said truthfully of Lt.-Col. W. R. (Tosher’) ELLIOT 
that he was a most refreshing character. No matter how well one 
might think one knew him there was always likely to be some 


*Tosher" surprise in store, some new revelation about 
3 his character or activities, for he was constantly 
Elliot adding to the list. In all this he was the ideal 
pattern for Toc H, never too old to learn something new, always 
willing to support things that had never been done before. As 
his brother said at Tosher's funeral, his life was indeed a pil- 
grimage; he never stopped and stayed. Now his friends and family 
have produced privately a memoir, a chronicle of his pilgrimage, 
from school to war, India, Toc H, and the many youth activities 
which won his encouragement. It is an inspiring story of a 
fascinating man. (Tosher Elliot, by his friends and family. 
2s. 6d. from Toc H Publications Dept.) 


OVER THE PAST few years the number of members representing 
Toc H at the Remembrance Day parade at the Cenotaph has 
gone down steadily. There may be several reasons for this. One 


Rededication Could be that World War ! men care more " 
$ about this sort of thing than the men of 
Day? World War Il, and inevitably the numbers 


of them who are fit enough to take part in a march-past goes 
down each year. Another reason may be that many members 
feel that Toc H should get away from anything that tends to 
give it an ex-Service association kind of label. Whatever the 
causes we would suggest that this decline is most untimely. On 
all sides there is a growing public demand that the whole char- 
acter of Remembrance Day should be changed, that it should 
become less exclusively a nostalgic looking-back and become 
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more of a national pledge to build the better world for which 
so many died. By that criterion Toc H certainly has as much 
duty to be represented at the Cenotaph as any association which 
is committed only to preserving old memories. Just as the 
public is getting round to our way of thinking, how unfortunate 
it would be if we were to cease to make our public witness. Can 
we not determine now to have a record turn-out next November? 


ANY WHO READ in the July JoURNAL of Alec Dickson's Community 
Service Volunteers will be delighted to hear that the Nuffield 
Foundation has made a grant of £5,000 a year to enable him to 
Boost develop the work. His main problem is not so 
much to get the youngsters to volunteer as to 
for C.S.V. get adults in responsible positions to accept 
what the volunteers have to give. As he put it in an interview 
recently, if 2,000 teenagers were secn advancing on the pier or 
promenade the authorities would know what action to take, 
but if only twenty teenagers descended on the town hall with an 
offer to do voluntary work during the summer no one would 
know what to do. 


FOLLOWING OUR RECENT reference in the November JOURNAL 
to the minibus which was credited to the possession of Mr. H. Toc 
of Swanage, a correspondent has drawn our attention to the 


Brother name of one of the parliamentary candidates 
p in the Poole constituency at the recent General 
to Be? Election. The name of the Labour candidate 


was Mr. H. Toch (honest!), though whether he too owns a 
minibus in nearby Swanage is not known. Mr. Toch came second 
at the polls, which, whatever our political leanings, we may think 
a pity. He would have been just the man to revive the House of 
Commons Toc H group which was a famous part of the pre- 
war Toc H Family. 


FOR MORE than a dozen years the Branches in Peterborough 
District have operated jointly a Sacial Service Fund. Donations 
from local firms and private individuals have enabled them to 
Record of tackle a whole variety of *jobs such as 
3 children’s outings and seaside holidays; work 
Rent Paid with mentally handicapped children; assisting 
the old, the needy and the deaf and the blind. Most important, 
and worthy of emulation, each year they send to donors and 
prospective donors a detailed report, with a financial statement, 
showing in what ways the money has been used. That £300 came 
into the fund last year is evidence of public confidence in their 
good stewardship. 


Jubilee 


JIM FARRANT 
Padre, East Dereham Branch 


HE ANNUAL RENEWAL of life is something with which we 
Ta so familiar that perhaps we do not think much about 
it, although we should be very surprised if it did not happen. 
In the spring there is renewed life in all nature. Trees, hedges, 
grasslands all throw out new shoots; seeds sown in the 
earth begin to grow; it is the time of lambing, calving and 
hatching. We ourselves change also. Our knowledge and 
experience change and expand: we learn something new, or 
have some new experience nearly every day. Life, indeed, is 
constant growth and movement, much of it happening so 
quietly and unobtrusively as to be hardly noticed, but 
going on all the time. 


The writer of the Revelation had a specific objective in 
view when he wrote, “I saw a new heaven and a new earth, 
for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away, 
and there was no more sea." It was a message of encourage- 
ment and hope for those who were undergoing persecution, 
or for whom persecution threatened, and he goes on to 
describe the New Jerusalem, and the end of sorrow and pain 
and death, because of the indwelling of God. “And he who 
sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things new." 
This would seem to indicate a dramatic change in the 
situation, the sudden ending of the old and the coming of 
the new, which would be a message of direct and positive 
value to the readers of the book. 


The rendering in the New English Bible, however, gives 
these words a much wider application. “Behold, I am making 
all things new." This is the real meaning of the Greek, and 
expresses the eternal present. Ever since the beginning of 
time God has been, and still is, *making all things new", 
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in the annual renewal of nature, as well as in the new revela- 
tions of science and knowledge. Not that everything new is 
good, and everything old is bad. There is much in the old 
which is good and worth keeping; but all things must be 
judged by their usefulness, or otherwise, to God's purpose, 
which is paramount. 


We who are getting a bit long in the tooth find it increas- 
ingly difficult to change our ways. We have grown up with 
customs and traditions, which are apt to become more fixed 
and rigid year by year, and by which we regulate our lives. 
It may well be that, in the welter of new ideas and thoughts 
which have been expressed lately, God is calling us to 
reconsider our position, to play our part in the movement 
of renovation. 


The acceptance, or rejection, of God’s guidance through 
inspiration has been characteristic of the Christian Church 
from its earliest times. This is well illustrated by the experi- 
ence of Cornelius, the Roman centurion at Caesarea, a 
deeply religious man, who found in the Jewish religion the 
answer to his deepest longings, and yet, even there, felt 
that there was still something missing. 


One day when he was observing the hour of prayer, he 
had an experience, described, in the manner of the time, as 
a vision, but which would now be called an inspiration, as 
indeed it was. His inspiration to send for Peter at Joppa 
coincided with Peter’s own vision of God telling him, 
contrary to Jewish tradition; “It is not for you to call 
profane what God counts clean”. Though puzzled, Peter 
obediently set out for Caesarea. 


Peter’s first words to Cornelius indicate a situation, the 
gravity of which it is not easy for us to realise fully. “ I need 
not tell you that a Jew is forbidden by his religion to visit 
or associate with a man of another race; yet God has shown 
me clearly that I must not call any man profane or unclean.” 
Against his personal feelings, against his Jewish instincts, 
he was associating with a Gentile, wider God's guidance. 
It is hard for us to appreciate what a tremendous step this 


5 


was. He might so easily have pleaded his ‘principles’, and 
refused to co-operate with God, in which case he would 
have hindered, though not prevented, God’s purpose. 


What is God’s purpose? Jesus Christ gave the germ of it 
in his long prayer, recorded by St. John, on the last night 
before the Crucifixion. *That they may be one, even as we 
are one.” The fulfilment of this prayer is more than the 
Christian Church has been able to achieve in nearly two 
thousand years, but strong efforts are being made now to- 
wards this end, and the last half century has seen the various 
Branches of the Church become more tolerant of each other. 
Even the Roman Church has moved; a very tiny bit, it is 
true, but the fact that so rigid a body has moved at all is 
little short of a miracle. Many obstacles have been over- 
come, but many still remain. These also must be overcome, 
because God’s purpose is paramount over everything. 


All kinds of projects and events are being considered in 
order that the celebration of our Toc H Jubilee shall be a 
worthy one, but there is one aspect which seems to have 
been somewhat neglected. For the real meaning of the word 
we must go back to very carly days of the Israelite settle- 
ment in the Promised Land, when it was laid down that the 
fiftieth year, heralded by fanfares on the jubel, the ram’s 
horn trumpet, should be a year of liberation, when debts 
should be remitted, prisoners released, and slaves freed. 


In the midst of our ‘jubilation’, we must not forget the 
implications of liberation. These may mean the breaking 
of some of the old images, the casting away of customs and 
traditions, whose usefulness has passed, to make way for 
something new which God is trying to show us. This 
‘breaking of images’ is not easy; it means sacrifice, ‘unselfish 
sacrifice’. Are we so familiar with these words that we have 
forgotten their application? But the sacrifice must be made 
in order that God’s purpose of constant renewal may be 
carried out through us. 


And so the circle is complete—Renovation, Inspiration, 
Co-operation, Unification, Liberation, and Renovation. 


None Other Gods 


CLIFFORD HILL 


Padre Hill is a member of Tottenham Branch 


*rT^His SORT OF THING does football a lot of harm,” said 
Harry Catterick, manager of Everton, after one of the 
worst displays of *punch-up soccer’ in the history of English 
League football. So intense were the passions of players and 
spectators in the match between Everton and Leeds at 
Goodison Park on November 7 that the referee called the 
*game' off for five minutes to allow tempers to cool. 


So this is sport? Week after week we are told of fresh 
outbursts of ill-temper by the highly-paid pampered stars of 
modern big-time football. It seems a far cry back to the days 
of the once clean sport that Britain was proud to give to 
the world. 


What has happened to the traditions of British sportsman- 
ship? What's happened to our sense of fair play, or our 
love of a game for the game's sake? 


The death-knell of British soccer per se was really sounded 
some years ago and is directly traceable to the general 
decline in standards of behaviour and the lowering of the 
morals of the community that has taken place since the war. 
This sounds an extraordinarily sweeping statement, yet so 
insidiously has the erosion of the moral life of the nation 
taken place, and it has been so sweetly spiced with the 
pleasures of affluence, that we have scarcely noticed (or 
wanted to notice) what was happening. Now, suddenly we 
are waking up to its monstrous effects. 

Take just a couple of examples. In a pub punch-up before 
the war it was almost unheard of for someone to get knifed 
in the back. The odd exception would be in the Cardiff or 
Liverpool dock area, where it would be attributed to “some 
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foreign seaman”. It was considered ‘un-British’ to stick a 
knife in someone’s back; the kind of thing no Englishman 
would do, for the Englishman always fought fairly. 


A few weeks ago when my youth club sent me an S.O.S. 
to help them deal with an invasion of ‘yobs’ who were 
causing a disturbance and terrorising the girls, I had to 
relieve a leather-jacketed long-haired lout of a 12 inch 
bladed butcher’s knife. Show a little determination with 
them, or get them on their own, and these brave young men 
show about as much guts as a firefly. 


Who can doubt that British standards of behaviour have 
fallen rapidly in the post-war era? And who can doubt that 
we are heading for national disaster when he looks at the 
official record of our national life, where crime of every 
kind is on the increase on an unprecedented scale and 
where latest figures show that 25.9% (one in four) of all 
boys have been convicted for theft before they reach the 
age of twenty-one! 


Big-Time Soccer 


To return to big-time soccer, where players are no longer 
individual sportsmen with a particular flair for football, 
but are marketable merchandise, part of the goods and 
chattels of the limited company that controls the modern 
professional football club. It is their duty to produce divi- 
dends for their shareholders, provide ‘entertainment’ for 
the public and feed football-fodder into the gambling garners 
of the pools promoters. 

Perhaps for the most decadent sign of the times we need 
to turn from the unsportsmanlike behaviour on the turf to 
the terraces. Here, the mass-hysteria of the crowds leads 
them, like devotees of some strange new religion, to chant 
their incantations over their golden idols on the field. 
“Glory, Glory, Hallelujah, And the Spurs go marching on!” 
This is the sacred anthem of White Hart Lane. It was yelled 
at full-throated fever pitch as the worshippers urged their 
gods to do their bidding during the stirring battles that led 


to the European Cup Winners’ Cup coming to Tottenham 
last year. 


It was in the scenes that followed the winning of this Cup 
that some of Spurs’ supporters showed the extent to which 
the ‘new religion’ had penetrated when they paraded in 
front of their victorious idols bearing such slogans as 
“Hallowed Be Their Names’—banners that caused deep 
offence to many Christians and brought the ‘angels’ who 
carried the banners a charge of blasphemy. 


Within a year, when due to injuries the Spurs team was 
doing badly, those same supporters who had shouted 
Hallelujah were giving them jeers and the slow handclap. 
It is true they stopped short of actually shouting ‘crucify’, 
but it all sounded very familiar. 


The *New Religion' 


How far will the ‘new religion’ go? Before any big game 
you can sce a little group of cheer-leaders and perhaps a 
mascot, all dressed in strange garb, dancing and prancing 
like pagan priests around the touch line, performing their 
weird rites before the altar of their gods. 


Even Freud recognised that man is an "incurably religious 
animal" who, if there is no God to worship, will invent his 
own. Is not thisexactly whatis happening in pagan Britain? 
Anyone who has seen the screaming, fainting mobs of 
hysterical teenagers surrounding their pop-star idols cannot 
doubt the existence of the ‘new religion’. Pagan polytheism 
is the religious state of modern Britain. 


The gods before whose altars we bow down and worship 
are as primitive as any that were worshipped by our un- 
civilised ancestors. The gods of wood and stone have not 
really disappeared; they -have merely taken a new guise. 
The golden calf has become a golden disc. The gods of 
mammon—of sexual lust, of moral decadence, of self- 
indulgence—the forces of anti-Christ are all around us. 


Where have all the Christians gone? Oh, for the spiritual 
giants of the Reformation to lead our Jand to sanity and to 
God! Oh, for ordinary men with the guts of the ordinary 
men who stood behind Luther and Barrow and Greenwood 
and Whitfield and Wesley! 


Pu 
ll 


7 Mayne E son has been 
appointed to Beds. & Herts. 
Area and retains Northern 
London Area. 


>t THE Lonpon Areas Office 
is now at 15 Trinity Square, 
London, E.C.3 (ROYal 0472). 


>t NoeL BAKER is now respon- 
sible for youth projects work 
with the Northern Regional 
Team, based on Warrington. 
Correspondence c/o Regional 
Office. 


7 A. R. (Tony’) NORMAN, 
lately Deputy Warden of Loch 
Eil Centre has joined the 
Staff. He will be working with 
young people and with special 
reference to Marks. 


X LANGDALE WEEK: June 12-19 
in the Lake District. Keen 
walkers—and those aspiring 
to be—should apply to Bon 
Foxcnorr, 78 Gawsworth 
Road, Broken Cross, Maccles- 
field, Cheshire. Cost for week 
£5.10.0. 


X TunaBv is visiting Toc H in 
Jamaica and will be away for 
some weeks. 


X NELsoN HarL has been 
appointed as Accountant at 
Headquarters. 


7 BRANCH Members’ ROLLS 
are due by January 15 from 
every Branch. Repeat ‘January 
15°. Repeat ‘every’. 


X JUBILEE ART EXHIBITION, 
May 15-23. One copy of the 
entry form was sent to each 
Branch in October. Further 
copies available from the 
Jubilee Secretary at Head- 
quarters. Latest date for noti- 
fication of your entry is March 
15. 


X JUBILEE PROGRAMME: North 
Wales Summer School, Bangor, 
July 16-22. Cost approxi- 
mately £6. Enquiries to Rev. 
J. 1. Jones, Bryn Hyfryd, 
Trofarth, near Abergele, 
Denbighs. Excursions to Snow- 
donia included. 


Toc H in a Big City 
All Beer and Skittles ? 
MAYNE ELSON 


"Y^HERE'S PLENTY of beer in London for those who want 
it, and we have a splendid skittle alley at Talbot House 
in Trinity Square. But carrying on Toc H here isn’t all 
beer and skittles! On the face of things, it should be easy. 
There are some ten million people living in Greater London 
and, supposing that only a quarter of them are men over 
sixteen, that seems plenty for Tec H to draw on. They live 
cheek-by-jowl in a conurbation honeycombed with railways 
and bus routes; Areas and Districts are compact to get 
around. Communication by post or telephone is rapid and 
inexpensive. Information can be got readily about almost 
anything from the public library round the corner, from the 
National Council of Social Service and innumerable other 
bodies with headquarters in London, from the nearest 
Town Hall, by ringing up the Daily Mail or the Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau or even Toc H on Tower Hill. Speakers 
on every conceivable subject are available on request. And, 
relatively speaking, there’s plenty of money about. 


Compared with rural Areas with theirscattered population, 
indifferent public transport, slow communications, isolated 
communities and Jower income-levels, Toc H London seems 
to be on a good wicket. Yet anyone who has ever lived 
here and kept his eyes open knows that this isn’t the true 
picture. Living in or on the fringe of a great city tends to 
undermine the kind of community spirit on which Toc H 
can build in villages and small towns. The ‘good-neighbour 
concept’ is not (except in a few parts) a London one, though 
people are becoming more conscious of the need for it 
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nowadays. You can live all your life in a London street or 
flat and never speak to the chap next door. He isn’t likely 
to bother you. 


Moreover, a large part of London's population is a shift- 
ing one, which means that many people are not interested 
in their neighbourhood because they don't mean to stay 
long in it. They don't work in it and they seek their relaxa- 
tion either outside it or within their homes. After a year or 
two they move elsewhere. Our own members, when they 
do this, often do not transfer to a new Branch but stay in 
the old one, so that they no longer either work or live in 
the Branch neighbourhood and only see the other members 
at meetings. Probably as many as one fifth do not belong 
to their nearest Branch. 


There are some practical difficulties too. One is shortage 
of time, London always seems to be full of grim-faced 
people concentrating on getting from A to B as quickly as 
possible and many members (not all grim-faced!) spend a 
couple of hours each day travelling to and from work, 
returning home half squashed, not feeling very energetic 
and only just in time to get a hasty meal and rush out again 
to a Toc H meeting or job. There's little leisure for thinking, 
reading, praying; and all this is not conducive to sound 
family life. All round us there are buildings galore, but the 
problems of finding and maintaining meeting-rooms are 
harder to solve than ever. Our ubiquitous public transport 
doesn't work nearly so well in the evenings after the home- 
going rush has died down. So, what with one thing and 
another, extension—especially in inner London—is almost 
at a standstill. 


But we keep on trying, and the picture has its brighter 
spots. London members have their full share of Toc H 
enthusiasm and 'stickability'; some get a bit depressed at 
times, but they battle on. Two of our five Areas have 
entrusted the duties of their Executives to District Teams 
and two more will soon do the same. This is already begin- 
ning to liven things up. This *New Leadership' may in itself 
be a small contribution towards a better community spirit. 
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One great asset is our group of seven Marks, together with 
Talbot House. Since the war, these have been, until recently, 
our only firm contact with the younger generation. Each 
House seems to have its own way of expressing Toc H and 
passing it on to newcomers, and these ways are changing. 
Branches meet in most Marks. They may accurately be 
described as extra-ordinary Branches and the problem 
here is, how to achieve an effective partnership between 
them and the Districts and Areas of which they are a part. 
We haven't solved that onc yet. 


Quite lately another most valuable point of contact with 
young men (and women) has come about through Mobile 
Action, which under staff leadership is catching on and 
beginning to grow fast. Here and there, Branches are them- 
selves gathering groups of younger folk together and 
introducing Toc H ideas to them in the way that has been 
ours from the very beginning—through service to the old, 
the disabled, the non-affluent and the lonely. This is more 
than a straw for ageing Branches to clutch at. It is a real 

q act of leadership to a new generation and it may also be 
!! the answer to the problems of Toc H in the big cities. 


Ernie says: 


Ail this Dor Knap stuff 
leaves me cold. | never 


needed any training 
oe 
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Dor Knap 


URING THE 1964 season Dor Knap was once again used 
on an increasing scale. A fine summer, which seemed 
to go on indefinitely, added immeasurably to the enjoyment 
of parties and to the usefulness of the work undertaken. 
There is clear evidence that the method of ‘pairing’ Areas 
for a weekend or week is a good one and worth encouraging. 
It makes possible a greater mixture drawn from -widely 
differing backgrounds and experience. 


A Jist of bookings for 1965 is printed below. Central 
parties (printed in heavy type) are well spaced throughout the 
year, and applications for places in any of these should be 
made as early as possible to the leader of the party concerned 
or through Cyril Cattell at Toc H Headquarters. 


Those wishing to be included (vacancies permitting) in 
an Area party other than that organised by their own 
Area should apply to the Area Staff as appropriate. (See 
diary for names and addresses.) C.A.C. 


Bookings for 1965 


W February 8-12 Staff Training Conference. 

“W/E February 12-14 “Mobile Action” (Leader: John Dessauer) 
W/E February 19-21 East MIDLANDS AREA 
W/E February 27-28 Warwick Sentor Scouts Conference 


W/E March 5-7 Bordon Company Retreat (Leader: Rev. 
Harold Howe) 
W/E March 12-14 East MIDLANDS AREA TEAM WITH DISTRICT 
OFFICERS 
W/E March 19-21 SUSSEX AREA and WESTERN AREA 
W/E March 26-28 BEDs. & HERTS. AREA 
W/E April 2-4 No booking (Central Council) 
W/E April 9-11 'D.E. Team’ Conference 
*“W April 13-20 Joint Schools Week (Leaders: Eveline 
Wallis and Don Wilde) 
W/E April 23-25 CENTRAL EXECUTIVE 


W/E April 30-May 2 NORTHERN LONDON AREA 
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W/E May 7-9 
W/E May 14-16 


W/E May 21-23 


W/E May 28-30 
“W/E June 4-7 
(Whitsun) 


W/E June 11-13 
W/E June 18-20 


W/E June 25-27 
W/E July 2-4 
Ld July 5-7 


“W — July 9-15 
W/E July 16-18 
“W/E July 23-25 


W july 26-30 
W july 3l-August 7 


^W August 7-11 
“W — August 14-21 
*W August 21-28 


*W/E September 3-5 
September 8-10 


W/E September 10-12 
*W/E September 17-19 


W/E September 24-26 


W/E October 1-3 


W/E October 8-10 


W/E October 15-17 
*W/E October 22-24 
*W/E October 29-31 


*W/E November 5-7 
*W/E November 12-14 


Surrey AREA and Notts. & DERBY AREA 

WESTERN AREA TEAM WITH DISTRICT 
OFFICERS 

No booking (London Jubilee Week 
Festival) 

LINCOLNSHIRE AREA 

Central Weekend (Subject and Leader to 
be announced) 

(Open Day and Pageant on Whit Monday) 

HUDDERSFIELD and HALIFAX DISTRICTS 

SoutH Yorks. District with WEDNES- 
FIELD BRANCH 

SOUTHERN AREA and KENT AREA 


WEST MIDLANDS AREA 

Padres’ Conference (Leader: Padre Bob 
Knight) 

“Jubilee Round-up” (Leader: Colin 
Campbell) 

EASTERN LONDON AREA and SOUTH 
WESTERN AREA 

Central Weekend (Leader: Keith Rea) 

North Walsham Secondary Modern School 

SouTH WALES & MONMOUTHSHIRE AREA 
Week (Leader: George Atkinson) 

Overseas Week (Leader: Geoffrey Martin) 

Seniors’ Week (Leader: John Callf) 

Warden’s Week (Leader: Tommy Trinder) 


Central Weekend (Leader: George Davis) 

Joint Mecting of Midland and Western 
Regional Staff Teams 

SOUTHERN LONDON AREA and WEST 
MIDLANDS AREA 

“First-timers” only (Leaders: Bob Knight 
and Cyril Cattell) 

Beps. & Herts. AREA and East MIDLANDS 
AREA 

Tyseley Joint Branch, West Midlands 
Area, and Joint Branches of Oxford & 
Thames Valley Arca 

WESTERN LONDON AREA and SOUTHERN 
AREA 

NorTHERN LONDON AREA 

For Marksmen (Leader: R. E. Peters) 

“Taping Toc H" (Leaders: Harry Gell 
and Cyril Cattell) 

“Mobile Action” (Leader: John Mitchell) 

For Marksmen (Leader: R. E. Peters) 


*Indicates Central Parties. W/E=Weekend. W.= Week. 
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Feed the Minds 
THE EDITOR 


E ALL KNOW how difficult it is to bring statistics to life, 
Wi it is gradually sinking into our minds that by the 
end of this present century the population of the world, at 
the present rate of growth, will be treble what it was in 
1940. Each year it goes up by some sixty million. 


How to feed the bodies of all that many people is problem 
enough, but is not the only large question that needs to be 
faced. How are we to feed their minds? 


Thanks to United Nations efforts, out of the present 
estimated 700 million illiterate adult people some 330 million 
will be taught to read over the next few years. This will be 
no forced campaign, for their hunger for literacy is just as 
deep as their hunger for bodily food. Read they will; but 
what will they read— political propaganda?; pornographic 
and sensational trash?; or the word of God? 


Clearly a heavy responsibility—or should we not rather 
say, a tremendous opportunity?—rests with the Christian 
churches, and, thank God. they have not been slow to 
respond. The United Bible Societies of the world have set 
themselves the target of trebling their annual output of the 
Scriptures, from 50 to 150 million copies. 


The British commitment in all this is high, as surely we 
would wish it to be, and it is being tackled by the British & 
Foreign Bible Society, in partnership with other famous 
Bible Socicties of the land. 


In October 1964, at a gathering at St. James's Palace 
in London, in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen Mother, 
the Archbishop of York announced the launching of the 
"Feed the Minds of Millions" Campaign. There are two 
‘prongs’ to the Campaign; one is the Archbishop of York's 
Fund to raise £1 million for supplying literature and infor- 
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British & Forcign Bible Society 


A mission school in New Guinea 


mation about Christianity; the other is to increase the British 
& Foreign Bible Society’s funds, for the issue of the 
Scriptures, by another £500,000 a year. 


The schemes not only aim to provide Scriptures and other 
Christian literature cheaply (often at less than cost price 
in the poverty-stricken areas). There will be many imagi- 
native projects, such as Writing Centres to train nationals 
in journalism and magazine production, libraries, research 
centres, and radio and television broadcasting. 


At the Palace gathering, attended by the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York, the leaders of the Free Churches 
and the Salvation Army, the Prime Minister and civic heads 
from all parts of the country, one could sense a unity of 
purpose that will surely give power to the whole enterprise. 
The Free Churches pledged their fullest support and so, to 
meet a situation unique in history we shall have a force of 
Christians united as never before. 
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Many Toc H members, in one way or another, will no 
doubt be in the thick of things. We have one especial 
interest in that the Chairman of the Archbishop of York’s 
Fund is Dr. Marcus Ward, now principal of the Methodist 
Ministerial Training College at Richmond, who was for 
several years a distinguished predecessor of R. D. Paul as 
Editor of The Lamp of India. 


Here is a challenge to stir our minds and hearts, knowing 
that by our response we shall be helping to stir the minds 
and hearts of countless millions for generations to come. 
This is not a religious campaign in any narrow sense of the 
term. Just think what the Bible and sound Christian doctrine 
have built into every aspect of our national life, such as our 
culture, our political system, education, the social services, 
industrial relations, our judicial system; and you begin to 
realise how much is at stake. 


In an earlier generation a foreign visitor is said to have 
remarked that the British nation was the people of a book, 
and that book the Bible. The world of the future will be a 
safer, saner place if we can help the nations everywhere 
to become the people of that same Book. 


Tribute to Loch Eil 


The following article is reproduced by courtesy of the 
"Glasgow Evening Times". 


T RANG Rootes at Linwood when | heard that the leading 
| thirteen of more than a hundred applicants had started 
their apprenticeships at the factory “‘after a two-day selection 
course at Fort William.” 


“A two-day selection course?” I said to a Rootes spokes- 


man. “Seems a bit stiff on youngsters who want to start 
apprenticeships.” 


18 


Kayaks passing in front of Achdalicu House, the new Loch Eil Centre 


“Not at all," was the reply. “It gave us the chance to get 
to know the boys as individuals.” 


The thirteen were picked from twenty-four applicants 
who attended the course at the Toc H centre at Loch Eil, 
where their potential, initiative, and ability were assessed 
in a series of physical and mental tests. 


“For instance," said the spokesman, "the youths were 
formed into teams and observed as they erected a 25ft. 
frame and overhauled a water supply system. And the 
selectors joined them in the evening for discussions on 
topical and controversial subjects.” 


One of the selectors was a psychologist, Mr. Gerald H. 
France, of Strathclyde University. 


But any old-fashioned ideas I still had about the selection 
of boys for apprenticeships were dispelled by this comment 
by one of the lucky thirteen, Hugh Mcllwraith, of Penilee— 
“The selection scheme really gave us a feeling of security 
by letting us know the firm were genuinely concerned about 
our ability and future.” 
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Elder Brethren 
‘With proud thanksgiving . . .' 


ALLAN.—On October 29, Davip ALLAN, aged 65, a member of 
Oakley Branch. Elected 1.3.51. 

BrAKE.—On November 8, LesLie WILLIAM BLAKE, aged 56, a 
member of Woking Branch. Elected 8.12.58. 

CHARNLEY.—On November 4, GEORGE CHARNLEY, aged 56, a 
member of Preston Branch. Elected 10.11.61. 

CHATER.—On October 25, L. G. Cuater, a Cavendish Associa- 
tion member. Elected 1922. 

Gipns.—On November 19, FRANK Ginps, aged 81, a founder 
member of Harborne Branch. Elected 27.12.'28. 

GRANT.—On November 9, Major STANLEY GEORGE GRANT, 
(Retd.). Elected Malaya Branch 17.8.°32. 

HALL.—On October 25, RicttarD LaNcELOT HALL, aged 79, 
a founder member of Langdale Branch. Elected 9.2.°34, 

Harris.—in October, Epwarp Septimus Harris, aged 55, a 
founder member of Wimborne Branch. Elected 1.2.31. 

Hannis,—On October 19, WILLIAM Haman HARRIS, aged 66, 
a Southern Arca member. Elected 1.12.°37. 

Howarp.—On October 13, Percy Howarp, aged 68, a member 
of Somerton Branch. Elected 18.5.46. 

JACKMAN.— On November 26, LesLie ERNEST JACKMAN, a member 
of Tunbridge Wells Branch. Elected 10.1.27. € 

Lamport.—Suddenly, on October 3i, LEoNARD W. LAMPORT, 
aged 54, a member of Chelmsford Branch. Elected 9.4.43. 

MavELL.—On November 12, FRANK MAYELL, C.B.E., aged 67, 
a Surrey Area member. Elected 12.12.28. 

MiLLAR.—On October 6, DouGLas HENDERSON MILLAR, a mem- 
ber of Bulawayo Branch. 

OWEN.—On November 13, GLynne Owen, aged 41, the 
Chairman of Llangollen Branch. Elected 30.1.61. 


PaTERSON.—On November 8, ALEXANDER DonBIE PATERSON, 
aged 53, a member of Denny Branch. Elected 27.3.'53. 


RANDALL.—]n October, ALEXANDER RANDALL, aged 69, a 
member of Wells-next-the-Sea Branch. Elected 31.12.49. 


SuHAw.—Suddenly, on October 16, the Rev. E. HAROLD SHAW, 
aged 52, a member of Toronto Branch. 


SOUTHWELL.—On October 30, FREDERICK H. SOUTHWELL, 
aged 75, a founder member of Exmouth Branch. Elected 8.1.'31. 
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SrEEL.—On October 9. WILLIAM CHARLES DENTON STEEL; 
aged 51, a member of East Grinstead Branch. Elected 20.2.'56. 


Witkins.—On November 21, JosepH WILKINS, aged 82, a mem- 
ber of Whitwick Branch. Elected 25.3.°42. 


In Memoriam 


STANLEY GEORGE GRANT 


it was with very sad feelings that | read in November of the 
death of Major Stanley Grant. Jt is now many years since we 
were P.o.W's in Changi Gaol and I feel that Stanley Grant’s 
excellent work, together with Padre Gerry Chambers, in getting 
Toc H going under such adverse circumstances should never 
be forgotten. The full story of it was told in the JounNAL for 
August 1947 in a long article headed, “A Unique Branch". 

As a pre-war member of the Singapore Branch he had the 
experience necessary to train us new members and | feel certain 
that his numerous Toc H comrades in Changi, both from the 
United Kingdom and Australia, would wish to pay tribute to 
his Christian outlook and great knowledge of Toc H. 

] myself have no doubt that his leadership was an inspiration 
to all, and that some of us would not have survived but for the 
work of Toc H and Stanley Grant. C.G. 


RICHARD LANCELCT HALL 


It is hard for members in the Lakeland Area to think of Dick 
Hall as a man living on borrowed time. He was in his eightieth 
year and, except during the last few months of a painful illness, 
he maintained his energy and interests. Dick, with the drive of a 
much younger man, had held most offices in Area, District and 
unit; he was responsible for starting a number of units and had 
a passionate interest in and desire to help young people. Among 
his manifold interests was the Lakeside Boys’ Camp; the local 
boys’ club which he founded; he had been a trustee of Brathay 
Hall and served on the County Council, notably on its Education 
Committee. 

The Langdale Estate which he founded and built is unique 
in its kind and various experiments in youth leadership and adult 
education, as well as Toc H, found a home there. He cherished 
his native valley with a deep love and only last year to his great 
joy he was able to make available there a building for use as a 
Toc H centre. In the founding of this he took a leading and 
generous part. He will be sorely missed by a host of friends. 
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A AROUND 
—v THE WORLD 


Extension Without Tears 


S READERS ALREADY will be aware, Toc H in Western 
Australia has got extension down to a fine art. Practice 
makes perfect, and here Dr. JAMES WATSON, the ringleader 
in so much of this activity, gives the benefit of his now con- 
siderable experience. Members in other parts of the world 
who are keen to have a crack at extension may like to try 
this Australian recipe. 


In two years the credit is: August 1962, Manning; September 
1962, Geraldton; May 1963, Canning Bridge; October 1963, River- 
ton-Rossmoyne; May 1964, Nollamara; June 1964, Bedford-Morley; 
July 1964, South Perth; the debit, June 1964, closure of Kalamunda. 

I believe any Arca Executive can do the same: for it now takes 
(practice making proficient), a mere ten hours of my time to see a 
unit floated, 


“Ten Hours?!", you say. "How? Tabulate in hours." 


Ist Hour: 
Using telephone, book a likely hall for a likely date six wecks 
ahcad. 
Write cheque for deposit. 
Telephone speakers for nine minutes each on "The Aims of 
Toc H—the Four Points", "Toc H, its purpose today", “The 
structure and finance of Toc H in W.A." and "How we have 
found Toc H”. 
Telephone clergymen in area and make appointments to sce. 
Draft programme for evening. 


2nd to 5th Hours: 
See clerics. The opening gambit is to tell them you think Toc H 
could help the bloke who is Christian but can't stand churchiness. 
Impress Toc H is Christian. Then listen. Do not argue. Give 
minimum of good literature. Then ask for the names of those good 
blokes who are not actively engaged in Church work but whom 
your host would like to meet on an equal footing in a group more 
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often. If lists are promised, make a date by which they should be 


ready: but il is better to produce a notebook to take those thought 
of immediately. 


6th and 7th Hours: 
Write for church magazines the announcement for mecting. 
Include magic word ‘Supper’. 
Write for local news-sheet a rather different article on Toc H and 
what it does, pointing out its high status and service rather than 
its fellowship. 
Tell units what is happening and when, and ask for help to fill the 
audience. 


Arrange supper helpers. 


8th Hour: 
Post individual cyclostyled invitations to the names given by 


clergy, to local councillors, ex-Toc H members. Have the State 
Patron's name on this letter. 


9th and 10th Hours (Two weeks after posting invitations): 
Open the hall, welcome actively and swing into the meeting. Give 
out just a little literature, enough to make some curious. Close 
with Family Prayers: and don't let anyone take Light—that is 
to bc a treat in storc. 


All this sounds too casy. It is—if everyone helps. One man must 
do the overall organisation. Of the starts mentioned, this was the 
method used for the five latest. Speakers are good and chosen 
with care for their ability to put over a case in a short time. Supper 
allows good contact between the committed and the newcomer, 
whom it seldom leaves in doubt as to the goodness of Toc H. 


Another method, but more time-consuming, is to see 
men individually before the meeting: but it may not be as 
good insofar as not every Toc H member can attract another 
man into the Movement. The results of these approaches 
have given progress better than elsewhere in Australia. 
There are five times as many members and probationers 
since they were used. 

Reprinted from **The Link" 


Kwa Rua 


Of recent years the above name has crept into news of Toc H 
activities in Central Africa. To many of the present membership in 
Salisbury area it has become a favourite picnic place, conference 
centre and meeting spot, and to a few enthusiasts a place where 
there is always some work to be done. Except that our slecping 
accommodation is somewhat pioneer style, it could be called "The 
Dor Knap of Central Africa". 
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This area is known as "Balancing Rocks" country, with numerous 
picturesque formations of giant granite boulders piled one upon 
another in many designs. In this setting we have erected three rustic 
type huts used as conference place, store room and lavatory block, 
care being taken so that the buildings fit into the landscape. 


Some visitors have said: "Very nice—but what. earthly use is all 
this for Toc H?" To those of us most interested in this project we 
have in mind something more than just the physical development 
through buildings, ponds, fences, etc., so that more and more people 
can pass pleasant hours and days in these delightful surroundings. 
We see a wonderful opportunity to put to the test our many theories, 
which we have spent so many hours discussing. A corporate job 
in which the whole of Toc H can join, regardless of age, colour, race 
or company. No restrictions, but plenty of scope. A job too which 
can go on for many years, during which through working with others 
whom we do not ordinarily have much opportunity to get to know 
properly, we can learn to respect the real worth of people formerly 
mere names to us. 


Another pleasing feature of this work is that we are never likely 
to have the money to develop in a big way and must to a large extent 
do most of tne work with our own hands, inexperienced and un- 
hardened as most of them are. If we live long enough we may be 
able to look back with rightful pride, not only at the architectural 
delights we have produced in wood, mortar or stone, but those more 
important things—bridgeheads which we trust will enable the various 
groups of folk in this country to stretch out in understanding. 
making a joint effort to span the gap and so build a nation in a wider 
sense, because wc have discovered we can work together and wish to 
pass this on to others. 


FRANK GUEST 
Reprinted from “The Capricornian" 


Mark Well 


The Ladies, God bless 'em! West Central Branch of the 
Toc H Women's Association have not only helped Mark II 
with linen repair but recently rallied strongly at Mark VII 
where, for two months, we had neither Housekeeper nor 
Cook. Mrs. Varney, one of the staff, bore the brunt but 
she was greatly helped, and often relieved, by the Toc H 
ladies. Hats off to them! 
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“The Lost Generation” 


TT SEEMS to me a very good thing that this book has been 

written because there is a real danger that, with the 
passing of the ycars, we may forget the tremendous losses 
our nation suffered during the 1914-1918 war. Indeed, the 
title of this book, The Lost Generation*, may not be an 
exaggeration. Mr. Pound has succeeded admirably in his 
purpose of reminding us of some of the young men who, 
by their character and talents, seemed destined to achieve 
great things. He has selected men from many walks of life, 
which brings to light how wide was the loss sustained. My 
own companions of those days were a more average lot, 
so do not appear in these pages, but they would fit in with 
those that do in many ways. I remember so well the dis- 
cussions and arguments that went on round Ypres and 
Poperinge during the autumn of 1914 as to when the war 
would end. These were often led by a group of us Oxford 
undergraduates, serving as despatch riders, and it was 
generally agreed that this event would take place early in 
1915, so that, with a bit of luck, only one term at Oxford 
would be missed. How wrong we were! 


Members of Toc H will be particularly interested in the 
account of Gilbert Talbot’s life,and of the months 
leading up to his death at Hooge on July 30, 1915. His 
batman, ‘Happy’ Nash, who was seriously wounded at the 
same time when going to help Gilbert, is also mentioned. 
I am glad to say that ‘Happy’ is still with us, and can be 
found in All Hallows, where he is one of the custodians. 
In this chapter there is a brief mention of the Old House, 
rather unfortunately referred to as Toc House. 

I found this book very worthwhile, and would commend 
it to all, not only to those who served in France and Flanders 
in 1914-1916. L.P-B. 


* The Lost Generation, by Reginald Pound. Constable 30s. 
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From School Hall to Festival Hall 


WILFRED RANSOM 


BS O YOU LIKE GOOD MUSIC?", was the wording on the 

Mill Hill Branch Celebrity Concert leaflets when we 
did a house-to-house leaflet raid just prior to our new season 
of Celebrity Concerts which commenced last October. The 
following are the international artists visiting Mill Hill 
this season: Gina Bachauer; Vladimir Ashkenazy; John 
Ogdon; Cherkassky; Vienna Octet; Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra with Sir Adrian Boult conducting; The Amadeus 
String Quartet. 


From small beginnings nine years ago with audiences of 
two hundred and fifty we have grown and grown like little 
Alice. This season we have over six hundred season ticket 
holders and six concerts are already sold out. As I explained 
in the article I wrote in the JOURNAL a few years ago about 
Celebrity Concerts and how to run them, it needs a one-track 
mind. The track being the aim to publicise Toc H and at 
ihe same time give something to the local scene. 


As part of the London week in our Jubilee Year Mill Hill 
has organised for the evening of Friday, May 21, a concert 
at the Royal Festival Hall in conjunction with the Haydn 
Mozart Society. We are most fortunate in getting as the 
soloist with the London Mozart Players, conductor Harry 
Blech, the distinguished Hungarian pianist, Annie Fischer, 
and here is the full programme: 


Haydn Symphony No. 49. 


Mozart Piano Concerto in B flat, K.595, with Annie 
Fischer as soloist. 


Beethoven Piano Concerto No. i in C, opus 15, with 
Annie Fischer. 


Rossini Overture, La Scala di Seta. 
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When you receive your application’ form for tickets I do 
strongly advise you to send in your order immediately. 
Those of you who have not been to the Festival Hall will 
find it a very fine concert hall. 


I am sure you will go away from the concert saying how 
fine for a Toc H Branch to be able to put on such an 
evening, and it may spur other Branches and Districts on 
to present to their local residents such an unusual but well 
worthwhile aspect of Toc H activities. 


Jubilee Jottings 


PPLICATION FORMS for tickets for the National Celebra- 

à tions, May 15 to 23, should reach all Branch and 
group secretaries by the end of January. Wherever possible, 
applications should include those from members of the 
Women's Association. 


The Schools Department is on the move again. A race 
has been arranged for boys from affiliated schools, April 27 
to 29, from London to Poperinge and back. (In 1966 it is 
hoped to run one both ways.) With little more than the cost 
of the Channel crossing allowed, initiative will count. They 
will spend twenty-four hours in Poperinge as guests of 
Toc H. Volunteers to man check points at the ports are 
required and should contact John Mitchell at Headquarters. 


When one Branch in the East Midlands considered its 
Jubilee plans, the youngest member persuaded them to 
call a town meeting and inaugurate a Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award Scheme Committee. He led the first practice camp 
himself. This is one project that should reap a golden 
harvest. 
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READERS LETTERS 


A selection from letters received expressing individual points 
of view on matters of wide concern to the Movement 


Overseas Nurses 


E HAVE great need of more 

people to take part in the 
“Holidays for Overseas Nurses” 
scheme which the Women's 
Association has been running 
for the past twelve years, 
whereby student nurses from 
other countries are able to 
spend a week or a fortnight of 
their leave in th: home of a 
m:mber and experience the way 
of life of a British family. This 
in itself is a useful contribution to 
international good relations but 
there is also the bare fact that 
as the majority of the nurses are 
what in this country is loosely 
termed ‘coloured’ it is very hard 
for them to get accommodation 
in hotels and guest houses, and 
even when they do they can be 
lonely and at a loss as to the 
best way to spend their time. 


This seems a job which 
Toc H and the Women's Asso- 
ciation could do well together. 
We need hostesses who will 
take one or two nurses at a 
ume and just let them fit in to 
existing household arrange- 
ments, have a rest and some 
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outings. The girls contribute 
towards the cost by paying a 
minimum of £3 a weck to the 
hostess, and of course, they 
pay their own fares and expenses 
On outings and entertainments. 


Our members have given this 
kind of hospitality to nurses 
from various African countries, 
the West Indies, British Guiana, 
Bahamas, Malaya, Lebanon, 
Persia, Israel, Ceylon and 
Chinese from Hong Kong and 
Singapore, and they enjoy the 
fresh interest which they gain 
from their guests, 


If members could interest 
their wives and friends in the 
scheme it might bring us the 
help we so much need. Hostesses 
are usually only called on 
to help once, at most twice, a 
year. We are sometimes asked 
to find a holiday for male nurses 
too. 


All enquiries should be sent 
to me at Crutched Friars House, 
London, E.C.3. (Tel: ROYal 
5586). 

ELISABETH WORTH 


Toc H Women's Association 
Headquarters. 


Wanted, Bards! 


yom MEMBERS in the ‘30s 
took a good song with a 
rousing tune, examined the 
metre and wrote their own 
parodies on Toc H activities. 
They produced “The Payneham 
Ditty”, Tune: Wilkins and His 
Dinah: "Do Ye Ken Toc H?", 
Tune: John Peel: “Trouvez 
Toc H!”, Tune: Come to the 
Fair. 


Come on, you youngsters! 
You can do the same with a 
modern song. Let's hear from 
you and we will have Toc H 
singing again. 


Rev. C. R. S. Enys 


Falmouth, 
Cornwall. 


On Ceremony 


T sUPPOSE, as an ‘old sweat’, I 

might be expected to wish to 
adhere to old traditions, but I 
must confess that 1 whole- 
heartedly welcome the new form 
suggested in the November 
JOURNAL. 


I have long felt that the words 
of Laurence Binyon, noble 
though they are, were becoming 
more and more 'dated', and 
were no longer appropriate for 
use in Toc H. 


Surely it is undesirable to 
have in the ceremony a form of 
words which necessitates an 
explanation being given when- 
ever visitors are present? 


How many of us with our 
hands on our hearts can say 
that every cvening and every 
morning we remember our Elder 
Brethren? And even if we do, 
what do we do about it; what 
does it mean to us? 
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I suggest that the words of 
the adapted- Franciscan prayer 
are far more purposeful, and 
provide concrete ideals, thoughts 
and inspiration towards which 
to work. 


Group Captain G. R. OLIVER 
Willingdon, Sussex. 


THAT IMISS about the optional 
form of the Ceremony of 
Light is the regular opportunity 
of being reminded to remember. 
In this busy world so many of 
us forget to remember and we all 
have our own personal list of 
those who have inspired us in 
the past. Now the injunction 
"Let us give thanks" will be 
reserved for appropriate occa- 
sions. And there will be no lead 
on other occasions to members 
as to what to do in the silence. 
One of the criticisms of the old 
ceremony was “no one to 
remember”. Now it will be 
“nothing to think of". And why, 
oh why, no response after “Let 
us bring Light’’? 


JOHN POOLE 
Kettering, Northants. 


CANNOT CLAIM to be one of the 

old members, but as one who 
recently paid his fortieth annual 
subscription to Toc H I may 
claim quite a long acquaintance. 
I have often wondered what 
Binyon's-words mean to the 
majority of members, though 
most may come to have a 
nostalgic affection for them. 


It seems to me that we need 
words that are more positive 
and dynamic, and this is met 
by the adaptation of the Fran- 
ciscan prayer suggested by Alan 
Paton and Don McKenzie. 


Rev. CHARLES A. ROACH 
Warlingham, Surrey. 


Veterans’ Pilgrimage 
BRIAN DICKSON 


VETERANS’ PILGRIMAGE to Poperinge, “designed mainly 

for ‘Old Sweats’ (including the women, if they will 
forgive this description)” was a brilliant idea. But ‘Old 
Sweats’ need careful handling and it was no less a brainwave 
to ask one of Her Majesty’s former Prison Commissioners 
to lead it. 


The party of twenty-seven who met at Victoria one 
Monday last October came from all over this country. The 
two members from Australia and New Zealand and Tubby’s 
A.D.C. from the U.S.A. were especially welcome, as was 
Anne of Verden who, after fourteen years service with 
Toc H in B.A.O.R. was certainly the Forces Favourite 
with the Lancashire lads. And what a valuable contribution 
these two sergeants made as jesters to the party. Tubby 
joined us on the Tuesday evening: it was a joy to have him 
with us and none of us is likely to forget our communion 
together in the Upper Room. 


Tuesday, a perfect day, was spent touring the Salient. 
John Peabody counted us all at frequent intervals to make 
sure that no one had absconded. The wisdom of this 
procedure was proved on Kemmel Hill, where one of the 
party was very nearly left behind. Somehow she had got 
‘locked in’ and was rescued by her husband only just in time. 
For the rest of the trip this very popular pilgrim was known 
as "notre dame des toilettes". 

The view from Kemmel was magnificent and Lone Tree 
Crater indeed a Pool of Peace. The cemeteries at Sanctuary 
Wood, Tyne Cot and St. Julien are as well cared for as 
ever and their beauty is creative still, as true beauty always is. 

Last Post at the Menin Gate moved us all deeply, but in 
remembering the 90,000 names recorded there and at Tyne 
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Trenches near Kemmel as the writer knew them 


Cot one could not forget the 7,000,000 Jews murdered in 
Hitler’s war who also have no known grave. 


Wednesday was a free day. Some of us went to Bruges, 
others to Ypres in search of our old billets, or were enter- 
tained by kind Belgian friends in that brave old city now 
completely rebuilt. 


Thursday proved a full, and for many of us, a remarkable 
day. First to Vimy Ridge before lunch in the Buffet de la 
Gare at Arras. Then to the Somme battlefields, with superb 
views once more from Thiepval and Notre Dame de Lorette. 
Strange it is that the only visible traces left of 1914-18 are 
the thousands of ‘screw pickets’ still in use for wiring on the 
farms. And so back again to the Old House for prayers 
in the Upper Room, beautifully taken on this last evening 
by our leader. 

Looking back on a moving and memorable five days how 
grateful we all are to Geoff Martin who organised the 
pilgrimage, and to Braddles who led it. 
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Parties to Belgium, 1965 


T 


HESE ARE the parties so far arranged, and with the excep- 
tion of the Schools working party all are mixed; 


bookings or enquiries should go to the organisers whose 
names are given. General enquiries to the Old House 
Secretary, Toc H Headquarters. 


PRIL 15-20, EasrER Party, 

Notts. & Derby Area. W. J. 
Harris, Toc H, 45 Castle Gate, 
Nottingham, 


PRIL 22-30, ScHooLs WORK- 
LX 1nG Party. Apply JOHN 
MircHELL, Toc H HQ. 15 
Trinity Square, London, E.C.3. 


AY 7-14, ELY BRANCH 

Jubilee Party. WAUGHAN 
MOLL, 33 On-E-Hunga Caravan 
Park, Witchford, Nr. Ely, 
Cambs. 


UNE 4-11, ALL HALLOWS young 

people's ecumenical adven- 

ture. Rev. MICHAEL ROWDON, 
42 Trinity Sq., London, E.C.3. 


UNE 16-26, FRIENDS OF THE 

Orp House, Miss ELsa 
PERRIN, Toc H Women's Asso- 
ciation, Crutched Friars House, 
London, E.C.3. 


UNE 18-21, JUBILEE WEEKEND, 

Old House Secretary, Toc H 

pos 15 Trinity Square, London, 
163 


TUNE 26-JULv 3, SOUTH WESSEX 

District, Toc H Women’s 
Association, Miss Joyce Lun- 
NISS, "Lamorna'', Stapchill, Nr. 
Wimborne, Dorset. 


TuLY 3-10, COMBINED AREAS. 

Ray Fases, St. Catherine's, 
Highfield Road, East Grinstead, 
Sussex, or Rev. JOHN LARTER, 
58 Mark Road, Headington, 
Oxford. 
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uLY 9-17, FRIENDS OF THE OLD 
House, including Paris and 
Bruges. CYRIL CATTELL, Toc H 
H.Q., 15 Trinity Square, London, 
ECS 


ULY 18-25, WOMEN’S ASSOCIA- 
TION girls’ working party. Miss 
EvELINE WALLIs, Crutched Friars 
House, London, E.C.3. 
IE 26-AUGUST 7, POPERINGE 
AND PARIS, with excursions 
from both places. CHARLES 


JACKSON, 23 Beechwood Avenue, 
Thornton Heath, Surrey. 


UGUST 9-16. WINANT 
VOLUNTEERS. 
UGUST 23-27, VETERANS’ 


Parry, including Arras and 
the Somme. Leader JACK CLARK. 
Applications to Old House 
Secretary, Toc H H.Q., 15 
Trinity Square, London, E.C.3. 


UGUST 28-SEPTEMBER 4, Five 

days in Bruges and two days 
at the Old House; “including 
day excursion to Holland. 
Details from SKEGG BLANCHARD, 
Toc H H.Q., 15 Trinity Square, 
London, E.C.3. 


EPTEMBER 4-11, BEXLEY- 

HEATH Toc H and Women's 
Association. Mrs. M. M. Dun- 
GAR, 53 Chestnut Grove, Wil- 
mington, Kent. 


Big Jobmastery 
JOHN CALLF 


OME THIRTY YEARS AGO, when Britain was still struggling 

with the economic depression and unemployment, a 
Toc H member in Kent leaned on a five-barred gate and 
gazed into an orchard. It was Autumn, and the ground 
was strewn with windfall apples and plums. 


What a waste, he mused, and what a lot of good they could 
be doing down in South Wales. That started an idea. When 
he told it to his Branch they thought it was good enough to 
share with the District Team, and thus began the great 
“Jam for South Wales" scheme. A number of Branches 
joined in; farmers gladly gave access to windfall fruit— 
and more besides; boy scouts collected thousands of jam- 
jars; grocers' shops had large baskets into which shoppers 
could drop a bag of sugar for the jam making. Toc H men 
and women boiled jam in great cauldrons and whole truck- 
loads of it were soon on the way to South Wales for Toc H 
down there to distribute it where it would do most good. 


All this happened because one man looked upon an 
ordinary scene, not only with eyesight, but with insight, and 
of such is the essence of what we call ‘jobmastery’. 


One of the most hopeful signs of the times, make no 
mistake about it, is the way that all sorts of young folk 
nowadays are willing to give part of their leisure time to 
acts of voluntary service. This is something that Toc H 
should be very excited about, and not a little proud, for 
have we not helped to pioneer this spirit of willing service? 


Readers of the JouRNAL cannot have failed to notice 
during last year the frequent reports of work projects 
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undertaken by schoolboys, of Mobile Action, of Com- 
munity Service Volunteers, of “Young Pioncers’, of Toc H 
Volunteers, and many other manifestations of this rising 
tide of voluntary effort amongst young folk. 


Pooling Experience 


Obviously we are not the only society involved with this. 
The summer issue of the Social Service Quarterly* contained 
a discussion on ‘Young Voluntcers’, conducted by four 
men and women with special experience of voluntary 
work projects for students and schoolboys. Here is an 
attempt to condense the main points which emerged from 
their discussion: 


l. Each year there are far more student and schoolboy 
volunteers than there are jobs to offer them. This applies 
both to long-term and short-term projects. In 1963 Inter- 
national Voluntary Service had to turn down five thousand 
applicants. 


2. There are limits to the capacity of any Society for 
organising, from its national headquarters, a host of various 
projects spread all over the country. A locally mounted 
project, inspired and administered by a local body, is much 
to be preferred. Sending out circulars from a central office 
is nowhere near as effective as local imagination and 
knowledge. (Our own Toc H experience shows clearly that 
there is bound to be a human limit to the number of projects 
which our Schools Department at Headquarters can dis- 
cover, organise and supervise. What we shall need is more 
willingness on the part of Areas and Districts to mount 
their own schemes, relying on Headquarters only for 
supplying some of the actual volunteers.) 


3. Each project must be seen to justify itself. It must be 
worth doing; it must make full use of the volunteers' time 
and talents, and it must be something that could not 
easily be done by ‘locals’ on their own simply if they had 
a mind to it. 


* Social Service Quarterly. National Council of Social Service, 
26 Bedford Square, London, W.C.1. 2s. 6d. (2s, 10d. by post). 
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4. Enthusiastic amateurism is all the more effective if, 
here and there, there can also be the skilled tradesman 
volunteer—the bricklayer or the plumber, for example. 
(Dor Knap parties know the truth of this!) 


5. A lot of the volunteers feel happier working away 
from their own home town, where perhaps they would feel 
shy. And in any case it is an excellent thing to get to know 
how pcople live in another place. Perhaps the best arrange- 
ment of all is when ‘imported’ volunteers can join hands 
with local volunteers—schools, scouts, Toc H, or whoever 
—with the locals making sure that the administration, the 
billetting and the catering, is well and truly laid on. 


A Job for Jobmasters 


Over the past three or four years we have asked Branch 
and Area leaders to find work projects for our own Schools 
Parties to tackle in the summer holidays. So far only a very 
few projects have materialised, and although they have 
been very good ones, they have not been numerous enough 
to do justice to the Society that invented the Jobmaster. 


Now is the time to step up the pacc! If Branches were to 
flood us with a rush of ideas we have no idea how we would 
cope, but we’d have a darned good try! We might have to 
pass a lot of the ideas on to some of the other Societies 
that are clamouring for jobs to tackle, and a very good thing 
that would be. 


It all comes back to the story we began with, of the 
member who looked over a five-barred gate and saw. 
The need now is for Jobmasters to look around them— 
not just at orchards, but at slag-heaps, hospitals, children’s 
homes and suchlike—not just with eyesight, but with 
insight and rich surmise. 


Many years ago I found a Toc H padre doing a first-class 
job in an East End boys’ club that was many miles away 
from his own fashionable parish. When I asked him how 
he came to find this work he pointed a finger in the general 
direction of heaven and said: “Big Jobmaster!". 
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WESTERN LONDON 


CHELSEA & KENSINGTON Branch, which is rather depleted at 
present owing to members moving away, has been making a strong 
effort to increase its numbers. With the help of Cromwell District 
Team, an extensive door-knocking operation was organised in the 
immediate vicinity of the Branch meeting-room. So mobile is the 
population hercabouts that although quite recent information was 
used, many of those on the list to be visited had left (‘There they 
were, gone!", as someone put it). Some of course were out when 
the visitors first called and those who were not reacted in various 
ways. Sid Higbee, who looks after Toc H Headquarters, had a 
telephone call late one evening from an indignant nouseholder who 
evidently suspected that the two members who had just called on 
him were confidence men! As one of the sinister characters was 
none other than the Area Sccrctary we are not surprised, and as 
Sid hadn't been told anything about the operation, he was not able 
to be very reassuring! However, others showed interest and they 
were visited a second time and some were fetched on the evening 
of the Branch Guest-night. 


The programme was carefully planned and included a short talk 
on Toc H by Colin Campbell, the Ceremony of Light (duly explained 
beforehand), some excellent slides of Toc H projects with a com- 
mentary by the Area Padre and, finally, homegoing prayers. Perhaps 
the best of the slides were a few showing the C. & K. chaps clearing 


a beauty spot for the Council for Nature and evidently much 
enjoying themselves. 


There were six guests, most of whom the Branch expects to see 
again. It may seem a meagre result for so much effort, but that's 
how things are nowadays, especially in London. 

MAYNE ELSON 
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WEST MIDLANDS 


lt is well over a year since CHIPPING CAMPDEN Br 

) : : anch first ap- 
proached their Parish Council with the offer to erect a 
POM UIDES bus shelter 


Now, whilst Chipping Campden cannot claim to be the first unit 
to be responsible for thc erection of a local bus shelter, they can claim 
one which is unique, being a combination of ancient and modern 
work. With a roof of Cotswold stone slates it has been erected between 
two ancient projecting buttresses on the outside of the old Town Hall 
providing a dry area where intending passengers can await their 
bus. It must surely be the only bus shelter in the country to be adorned 
with genuine fourteenth century tracery. 


j 524 PSTRATECAD 


‘als Cüpun 


Chipping Campden bus shelter. 


Over a period of time the Branch had received donations to be 
used for the benefit of the Parish, and once permission had been 
given to go ahead with the shelter the Branch made this sum up to 
£25 and launched a public appeal for the remainder. This was 
obtained within fourteen days and a tender for £87 accepted. Now, 
not only has the shelter been erected but a balance of £24 has been 
shared equally between the Friends of Chipping Campden and the 
Playing Fields Committee. 

It is a solemn thought that the bus shelter, which consists only of 
roof timbers and slates, has cost as much to build as did the entire 
Market Hall, a choice specimen of seventeenth century domestic 
architecture which holds pride of place in the village. GEORGE LEE 
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OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY 


It is pleasant to be able to report the re-birth of another Toc H 
unit. The group at NEwnuRY has attained Branch status and has 
taken into its membership a number of ex-members from the now 
defunct small village units at Compton, East Woodhay, and Headley 
and Kingsclere. By virtue of this fact, an experiment could stem that 
is new to this Area if not to Toc H. Whilst the focal point of the new 
Branch will be the town of Newbury itself, perhaps small groups 
of Toc H members might be established in the many surrounding 
villages, there to undertake various acts of voluntary service and 
coming together in Newbury for their regular weekly meetings. A 
town like Newbury should be well situated for an experiment of this 
nature, with its network of local bus services radiating out to the 
surrounding countryside, and it might be an idea well worth following 
up in other similar country towns. Derick PARSONS 


SUSSEX 


It is not often in these columns that one features personalities 
but for once, and with due merit, from an account by John Postle- 
thwaite, we should like to present to you the story of Hubert Cousins 
and Aldwick Joint Branch. 


Hubert is always bubbling over with the Toc H spirit, and it is 
always there when needed, be it at a home for young adult cripples, 
on the china-smashing stal! at a fete, or just in his friendly smile and 
leg-pull. His greatest achievement, though, is his work for the West 
Sussex Association for the Blind. For several years now, denying 
himself the pleasure of summer relaxation during his retirement, 
each April Hubert has purchased a caravan in which he displays 
handicraft work of the local blind, also a number of utility articles, 
books of braille, etc., that are used by them. 


The caravan is sited on the sea front in Bognor Regis, where 
passers-by arc invited to inspect the contents and buy a shilling rafie 
ticket. In the Autumn a resident from the local home for the blind 
draws the lucky number and the winner receives—the caravan! 


An amusing incident occurred last summer when a passer-by 
enquired how much the caravan cost, and what lay behind it. When 
the reply, £420, came the retort was: “Thank you very much; 1 am 
prepared to pay half the cost if you can find someone else to pay the 
other half!" After composing himself and offering profuse thanks 
Hubert realised with some misgivings that yet another headache had 
presented itself. All the same, Toc H in that part, as elsewhere, 
has many good friends and well wishers. 


Before very long a cheque for £100 came from Billy Butlin, followed 
by three others totalling £60, but still £50 was needed. And then, lo 
and behold!, after things had remained like this for some time, in 
the first post on the day of the draw, there arrived a cheque for £50. 
So with gasps of relief Hubert had his £420 and was able to hand 
over this year’s effort of £1,500. His total effort now amounts to 
£6,500 in four years for the West Sussex blind. This is a magnificent 
record and we are proud to say "Well done, Hubert". 

Ray FABES 
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IN 


Derek Snow, Newport Pagnell 


Young guests at Wolverton Branch Annual Dinner. 


SOUTH WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE 


Harold Moss, formerly a member of Devizes Branch, and now a 
patient at Coomb, the Cheshire Home near Carmarthen, wrote to 
say how much he missed Toc H and would like to start a group in 
the Home. In July, with the Superintendent's permission, a first 
mecting was held, attended by twelve men, and a group was formed 
to meet on the first Monday of each month. Most of the members 
are patients and a more cheerful lot you couldn't find. At the December 
meeting they were packing parcels for the Old People's Home at 
Johnstown, Carmarthen, the first of thetr ‘jobs’, about which they 
feel very keenly. They have had visits from the Llanelly, Carmarthen 
and Haverfordwest Branches, and all feel this is a wonderful way of 
bringing the Toc H family together. The future programme includes 
visits to the Old People's Home; a series of talks on archaeology 
from somzone at the Carmarthen County Hall, with visits to 
ancient monuments, 

The Social Club started by Bill Topham, meeting at the ROATH 
Branch room, is still flourishing cach Wednesday and Friday evening. 
The programme has included talks and discussions, social evenings, 
‘beetle drives’ and a very successful outing to Porthcawl to see the 
lights and have a meal together. 

On Saturday, November 7, the Toc H Centre at 23 St. Mary 
Street, Cardiff, was declared open by Miss Constance Beazley of the 
Women's Association Central Executive. No one could have been 
more appropriate, secing that it was the fortieth birthday of the 
Cardif women’s Branch. GEORGE ATKINSON 
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Beckenham Advertiser 


Physically handicapped children enjoying a firework display given jointly by 
Hayes Branch and West Wickham Round Table. 


NORTHERN LONDON 


The Etembeni tape and slides were shown on November 17 at a 
Social in St. Mary's Church Hall, East Barnet. When news of our 
central Jubilee project first appeared, a Toc H man suggested the idea 
to one of the church members, who welcomed it warmly. His 
organisation was very good; there was quite a large attendance and 
both the projector and the tape-recorder which he borrowed for the 
occasion were expertly operated. At the outset the Toc H member, 
making use of the notes accompanying the tape, briefly outlined 
what the thing was all about and then left the pictures to spcak for 
themselves. Afterwards there were a few questions and a silver 
collection taken which realised £8, a few brochures being sold in 
addition. One of the churchwardens expressed thanks to Toc H 
(though the boot was on the other foot, we thought) after which the 
meeting was adjourned for refreshments and chatting. Toc H 
men from the Branches at East BARNET, BARNET and WHETSTONE & 


FINCHLEY were there as guests of the church and they had three 
enquiries about membership. 


I fee] we need more of this sort of thing, which would be acceptable 
to other bodies besides churches. It was a very casy way of getting 
results! Fifty or sixty people learnt something new about Africa and 
its problems; they were brought together in fellowship which the 
church officers welcomed; they met members of Toc H which we 
welcomed; and they helped the Etembsni project generously, which 
I think everybody welcomed. MAYNE ELSON 


Published by Toc H from 15 Trinity Square, London, E.C.3, and printed in England by 
John Adams (Printers) Ltd., London, S.E.1 


i! Journal Smalls 


Small Advertisements must be received 
(with remittance) by the first day of 


the month preceding publication. The charge is 6d. a word (minimum 6s.). 
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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


)RUGES, BELGIUM. — Toc H parties and 
individual visitors to this lovely old city are 
offered good accommodation and excellent meals 
in a very friendly atmosphere nt HOTEL JACOBS. 
Within easy reach of coast and other famed Cities 


of Art. 


English spoken, strongly recommended. 


Write for brochure and terms to Mr. Jules Lietaert, 
Hotel Jacobs, | Baliestraat, Bruges, Belgium. 


UERNSEY, C.I. Good homely 
fare in Toc H family. Terms B.B. 
& E.M. £7, 7. 0d. — Write Mrs. P. 
Saunders, Petherton, Tertre Lane, 
Vale. Telephone St. Sampson's 4756. 


MEM BER offers use of Bungalow 
at reasonable charges. Apply— 
Mrs O. J. Blackabey, 20 Berkeley 
Avenue, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset, 


ALL DESIRING WARMTH, 
comfort and good food should 
come to Normanhurst, A warm wel- 
come awails you al this small friendly 
hotel used by members of Toc H and 
of most Christian denominations. 
Central heating everywhere including 
bedrooms. Breakfast in bed a free ser- 
vice at present. This sheltered winter 
resorl enjoys Britain's best climate 
(town claim) and hus excellent ameni- 
ties. Hotel occupies best position on 
Promenade facing full South. H & C, 
1wo comfortable lounges, television. 
Winter terms from 6 gns. cach 
(double), and from 8 gns. single (at 
Annexe) weekly. — Write for free 
brochure: NORMANHURST, Sea 
Front, St Leonards, Sussex. 


€XTAMPS FOR OXFAM. Help 
feed the hungry. Please send gifts 
of stamps, albums, anything phila- 
telic, 10 the Rev. Dick Tuesday. 263 
Mansel Road, Millbrook, South- 
ampton. 


RAYMOND COOK TOURS 


Solve a problem for thousands of folk 
who desire the advantages of 
escorted Party Travel in 
select company 


The Holy Land, Switzerland, 
Austria, Italy, Holland, Spain, 


Paris, The Rhine, Norway, 
Scotland, Ireland, Devon, etc. 


Weekly departures from London : 
by land or air 


It’s a Wonderful World on a Raymond 
Cook Holiday because you see more 
and make lifelong friends 
Toc H specially welcome 


To THE RAYMOND COOK 


CHRISTIAN TRAYEL ORGANISATION 
DOVER 


Please send me your 1965 Brochure 
Mr. /Mrs, /Miss 
Address 


HISTORY IS BUNK! 


— said HENRY FORD 


In our opinion it was Mr Ford who was talking bunk 


What about getting to know your stuff about 
Toc H history during this Jubilee Year? Here is 
a recommended selection— 


Tales of Talbot House 2s. od. 
By Tubby. The original account of 
the birthplace of Toc H in Flanders, 
1915-1918 

The Birth of a Movement 3s. od. 
By Barclay Baron. The Story of 
Toc H, 1919-1922 


Talbot House to Tower Hill gs. od. 
An anthology of Tubby's writings cloth 
compiled by John Durham 


The Doctor paper-back 38. 6d. 


By Barclay Baron. The remarkable 
life of Dr John Stansfeld and his im- 
pact on the founders of Toc H 


Second Wind 3s. 6d. 
By John Callf. A look at Toc H in 


historical perspective 


When you have got all that inside you, you will 
be fit to make some Toc H history of your own! 


Available from Toc H Publications Dept or Area Staff 


